PATCHWORK                                        "A"
begun, there is no particular demand for elephants;
besides, was not my host M------himself?
I was very, very frightened . . . Not of the tiger.
... I felt assured that he would be properly dealt
with . . . but the word shikar implies more than
tigers. . . . Mrs. M------, elephant sickness, the
Chief Justice's wife ... (I dislike a woman whose
profile is so good to look upon that to meet her
shrewd eyes is a disappointment) . . . Leeches.
I didn't know much about leeches till yesterday.
I was not the only young man in shorts, but it seems
to me that they are garments peculiarly ill-fitted to
the "rigours of the chase."
The Chevrolet found the elephants just in time.
Old M------had mounted already into the battered
"howdah" (or whatever the boat is called that floats
upon the ripples of that gigantic back); but, anyway,
I -was not destined for that august first elephant.
I saw M------shake his head; but I do not think that
he was thinking of my little affairs. R------followed
the Commissioner and a number of other illustrious
people whom I do not know followed R------.
I hid myself quickly among the ladies, and kept
as near as I could to the Civil Surgeon, -who seemed
to be in charge of the second contingent.
Mrs. Civil Surgeon is one of the few very rich